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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2016-370 
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council Member Bowman
Date of Introduction: May 24, 2016
Committee(s) of Reference: F, R
Date of Analysis: May 26, 2016
Type of Action: Authorization for voter referendum
Bill Summary: The bill authorizes a voter referendum to be held on the November 8, 2106 general election ballot to determine whether the voters approve or disapprove of allowing slot machine gaming by persons age 21 and older at licensed pari-mutuel facilities within Jacksonville. The Supervisor of Election is instructed to place the referendum on the November 8th general election ballot and to publicize the referendum by the publication of at least two newspaper advertisements in the manner required by law. The bill provides that, if the referendum is approved by the voters, the City Council shall, by subsequent action, adopt legislation necessary and appropriate to implement the referendum and authorize slot machine gaming in licensed pari-mutuel facilities, including a provision for payment of 1.5% of gross revenues from slot machine gaming to the City.
Background Information: In 2004 the voters of Florida approved a constitutional referendum authorizing the use of slot machines at certain Miami-Dade and Broward County pari-mutuel facilities, if approved by local voter referendum. Some seemingly ambiguous language in a state law enacted in 2009 by the legislature has caused some to believe that the law opens the door to the introduction of slot machines in state-licensed pari-mutuel gaming facilities in any county that approves of slot machines via referendum. The First District Court of Appeals first ruled that the state law does authorize slot machine approval referenda outside of Miami-Dade and Broward Counties but later reversed itself, ruled that the law does authorize such referenda outside of Miami-Dade and Broward Counties, and referred the case to the Florida Supreme Court for a final ruling on the question. Oral arguments on the case will be heard June 7th.
Policy Impact Area: Pari-mutuel gaming
Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
Analyst: Clements
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